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Your pet is never too young or too old 
to train.

Training is always a two-way 
communication
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Dog Training

As one of the oldest inter-species relationships, 
man and canine, dogs are wonderful candidates for 
a successful life living as a human’s companion. 
When we use only positive reinforcement we have a 
stronger bond and less of a chance for aggressive 
behaviors surfacing as fallout from discipline-
related training techniques.

When we begin our relationship with the idea of 
teaching the animal what it is we want them to do as 
opposed to a correction for an unacceptable 
behavior we build that invaluable tool of trust. 

Bird Training

Birds are a challenge for most people to train 
because their body language is of a subtle nature, 
sometimes just the lift of a feather. With Parrots, 
who can have a lifespan of over 50 years, it is truly 
important that we teach our companions what it is 
we want them to do. A parrot living in captivity must 
look to its caregivers for basic life skills such as 
foraging, bathing, enriching activity, and sometimes 
even flight.

Using positive reinforcement gives us a bird that 
does not bite but moves toward its human 
companion for fun and games. I NEVER advocate any 
aggressive treatment of an animal, such as squirting 
with a spray bottle, shaking your arm when they are 
perched on you, or putting them away for long 
periods of time in a covered cage. None of the 
actions listed teaches your bird anything except to 
be afraid of what you might do in your next 
interaction with them.

Pig Training

With a high level of problem solving skills, 
intelligence, and a tenacity to go after what it is they 
want, it is all the more important to establish a 
history of trust early on. Using positive 
reinforcement training builds this trust and 
establishes skills to teach enriching activities.

I have found training with a “No Squeal’” policy 
helps a clear communication unfold between pig 
and their human companion. Squealing is a pig’s 
first response to a fearful situation. 

Learning to read an animal’s body language is key in 
our interspecies communication skills.  

Thanks for your help with Spanky. You dealt with 
exactly the behaviors I described and wanted to 
change. You helped me to understand the influence 
of the environment on what Spanky does, and the 
need to have a plan before we begin to ask Spanky 
to change a behavior. Once I know what it is that I 
want him to do, I can now communicate to him what 
that is. The consistency of reward and the skill of 
marking the behavior with a "Good dog" has changed 
our ability to communicate clearly. He comes to me 
100% of the time and will stay when I ask him. Thank 
you again Deb, you are a wealth of knowledge and a 
skillful teacher. Your passion for animals shows in all 
of your interactions. The excitement Spanky displays 
when he sees you says it all.

Warmest regards,
Dr. Sherry Fitzgerald

Thank you so much for helping me with Xena. Your 
level of knowledge always impresses me. You are not 
afraid to say if you do not know something. Your 
contacts with people who do know, has made it 
possible for you to find accurate answers and 
solutions. Without your help these past years the 
care and training for my Xena would have been far 
less than the wonderful relationship I have. Now that 
she is battling cancer you are more valuable than 
ever to us. You have helped me understand the 
challenges of dealing with an aging dog and her 
medical care. Watching her love of coming to your 
home for a visit and how much she adores and trust 
you lets me know we have excellent support. You are 
just as much help to me as you are to my Xena. 
Thank you Deb we both do better because of you.

Wendy Samuels
Production Designer/Owner, Juice Box Design Group

I never had an understanding of what influenced 
animals behavior. That is, until I met Deborah 
Stambul--then everything changed.

Victoria Chaney
Justice, California Court of Appeals
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About Deb Stambul

Deb Stambul is a professional level member 
with IAATE, International Association of Avian 
Trainers and Educators, and IAABC, 
International Association Animal Behavior 
Consultants. She has completed advanced 
classes with international trainer Steve Martin 
at Natural Encounters Inc. She has also 
completed LLP (Living and Learning with 
Parrots), LLA (Living and Learning with Animals 
for Professionals) courses with international 
behaviorist Dr. Susan Friedman. Deb is 
currently a Training Thread leader on Dr. Susan 
Friedman's Behavior Solutions group. She is a 
contributor to Animal publications throughout 
the U.S. and Canada as well as a frequent 
speaker and training workshop teacher. 

Deb works as a behavior consultant highly 
referred by Veterinarians. She works with dogs, 
pigs, parrots, and other companion animals 
using positive reinforcement training. Her 
philosophy: most positive, least intrusive 
solutions.

Do you love your pet’s behavior?

We all love our pets. We love their individual 
personalities, whether they are a larger 
companion parrot, a pup, a rabbit or a pig. 
But do you always love their behavior? Do 
they respond to your requests, or do they 
continuously exhibit unwanted behavior 
(and don't mind showing off for company?)

I can help you change unwanted behavior

I offer behavior modification solutions, and 
boarding for your companion animal. My 
philosophy in working with animals is to 
always give them a choice about their own 
behavior, unless it is a life-threatening 
situation. A history of positive experiences 
with an animal yields a trust-building 
relationship between the animal and its 
human companion. For me it is not about 

getting a behavior once, it is about getting it 
that second, third, and one hundredth time the 
cue is given. It is an animal moving toward you, 
not moving away. The animal tells us all we need 
to know when changing a behavior by watching 
their body language. Training is always a two-
way communication.

"Deb represents a new generation of behavior 
consultant, long overdue in the world of 
companion animals. Committed to her own on-
going, science-based education, Deb can be 
relied on to disseminate the best behavior 
information currently available. With her 
guidance, traditional forceful strategies can be 
replaced with facilitative teaching to improve the 
quality of life for all."

S. G. Friedman, Ph.D.
Utah State University Dept of Psychology, 

Dept. of Special Education

For more information and references visit
www.debstambul.net
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